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We are a Good School!

Northampton Academy  
Ofsted Report February 2016

Behaviour and Safety 
“Pupils and staff say the positive atmosphere 
and good behaviour is due to excellent pastoral 
support systems and good relationships between 
adults and pupils.”

“Safeguarding is effective.” 

“The leadership team, including governors, have 
established a culture of high aspirations and 
ambition. You have an unrelenting approach to 
school improvement and pupils know that  
expectations are high for them.”

“Parents who responded to Ofsted’s online  
questionnaire believed that the school managed 
behaviour well.”

Leadership and Management

“Pupils make excellent progress from each  
starting point.”

“Attainment remains well above average.”

 

Thank you for visiting us and I am delighted to welcome 
you to Northampton Academy.  
 
Northampton Academy is a Good School (Ofsted, 2016), 
and we serve the needs of our 1400 students, their 
families and the local community as a successful, vibrant, 
welcoming and inclusive 11-18 Academy. Although we are 
oversubscribed, we are non-selective.  
 
Our motto is ‘The best in everyone’ and we aim to provide 
our students with the best opportunities to achieve the 
academic qualifications and skills to progress to University 
or the career of their choice. We want our students to 
realise their potential. Last year 77% of Year 13 students 
progressed to university; our best ever results. We are 
confident that this upward trend will continue.  
 
Our staff have high aspirations for all our students and 
want them to grow into confident, ambitious and high 
achieving individuals. This year we have a focus on 
raising our standards even further, particularly literacy, 
good behaviour, and progress for all students, and we 
expect parents to want the same for their children. As 
Sue Williamson, Chief Executive of The Schools’ Network 
said, “Northampton Academy is one of the best schools in 
the country in outperforming expectations for pupils and 
improving their future prospects.” 

A Warm Welcome to  
Northampton Academy 

We are continuing on our journey to clearly communicate 
and embed our values so that we can maintain high 
standards of integrity, respect, discipline and belief.  
We want our students to wear their Academy uniform  
with pride and be ambassadors for the Academy in the 
local community.  
 
Our standards at GCSE continue to rise; a testimony to 
the sheer hard work and determination demonstrated by 
students and staff alike. Our A’ level results also continue 
to improve, and we send more students each year to the 
best universities, including Oxford and Cambridge.  
 
Northampton Academy is a wonderful school and I look 
forward to working with you to ensure that we do indeed 
achieve ‘the best in everyone’.  
 
Mr Nat Parnell, Principal, Northampton Academy



Map of Northampton Academy



Teaching and Learning
In achieving ‘The best in everyone’ the curriculum at 
Northampton Academy comprises a broad and  
innovative range of learning experiences for each  
student to enable them to make the best possible 
progress and fulfil their academic potential. Our 
personalised curriculum offer, in conjunction with 
excellent teaching, impacts positively on learning and 
progress. This allows all our students to respond  
positively to the opportunities and challenges of a 
rapidly changing world. In turn, this enhances each 
student’s self-esteem and emotional well being and 
promotes British values in conjunction with an  
understanding and appreciation of cultures and  
beliefs different from their own. Year 7, 8 and 9  
undertake Key Stage 3 with Key Stage 4 options being 
chosen at the end of Year 9. 

In the first three years they follow a core curriculum 
of English, Mathematics and Science complemented 
by History, Geography, Information Technology,  
Languages, Design Technology, Art, Drama, Music, 
Religious Education and Physical Education. They are 
also given the opportunity to develop their creativity 
and skills through our Sports and Enterprise  
specialism. 

Aspiration Programme
Our Aspiration Programme enables all students to 
follow in-depth studies of their choice. From Years 
10 – 11 they are set by ability in the core subjects. 
In addition, they will have chosen from an extensive 
range of subjects they would like to focus on, both 
academic and vocational. 

Sixth Form
Our Sixth Form curriculum is almost entirely academic 
A levels, and meets the aspirations of our students  
to progress to university. It is relevant, challenging 
and contributes to a coherent 11 – 19 provision  
encompassing the Sciences and Technologies, as well 
as the Arts and Humanities, ensuring progression and 
motivating students to lifelong learning. 

“I really like being at Northampton  
Academy because the teachers are  
supportive and they give you really good 
advice on how you can improve.”  
Lily, Year 7



Learning Programmes
All students have a Learning Programme for every 
term in every subject.

Learning Programmes are medium term plans  
underpinned by an overview providing a detailed  
programme of study for each subject in each key 
stage and for each year. They aim to embed the  
‘Big Ideas’ and state the knowledge, skills and  
understanding that all pupils are expected to be 
taught. They signpost the assessment to pupils and 
include the homework that will be set each week.

The Learning Programmes will be available through 
the Academy website, for parents and pupils to access 
from home. They are designed to encourage active 
participation and support the learning taking place 
in the classroom. By following Learning Programmes, 
parents can support the work done in school through 
further enrichment activities or independent study.

Learning Programmes have a range 
of benefits including:

• Enabling pupils to be aware of 
and responsible for their own 
learning 

• Ensuring pace and the delivery 
of key knowledge, understanding 
and skill

• Encouraging pupils to focus on 
learning 

• Assessment is explicit and  
students can plan revision.

 Northampton Academy Student 8 -  I Am Always

1. Responsible in my actions

2. Proud of everything I do

3. Resilient and keep trying

4. Respectful to all

5. Compliant the first time

6. Punctual

7. Ready to learn

8. Independent

“Northampton Academy gives you enough independence to let you learn so you work the 
best you can. There are very good teachers who support you.” Jade, Year 12 

Student 8
All students at Northampton Academy will follow the 
Student 8:



Enrichment Opportunities
Northampton Academy offers a wide range of  
enrichment opportunities for all year groups  
throughout the year.  Students can take private 
music lessons as well as sing in a choir or play in a 
band.  Students can play a range of seasonal sports 
each term in teams comprised of students from their 
key stages.  When students reach Year 9, they are 
eligible to take part in the Duke of Edinburgh Award 
Programme, which is a highly esteemed and rigorous 
programme to challenge students in their physical 
fitness, leadership and team work skills, personal 
development and their community involvement.  

Students are also able to participate in numerous 
school trips throughout the year, such as attending 
drama performances at The Royal and Derngate, as 
well as residential trips to various parts of the UK and 
Europe.  This past July 2016, all students were able 
to participate in the “Academy’s Enrichment Days” 
where they were able to travel into London to visit  
either The London Zoo or the Natural  
History Museum. 

“At Northampton Academy, 
teachers will go the extra mile to 
help students understand the work.”  
Jaime, Year 8 



Our Enrichment Calendar for this term, what will you  participate in next year?

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Before School All Years Badminton All Years Fitness All Years Basketball 

Lunchtime Music Practice
Samba and African 
Drumming

Music Practice 
Rooms - Yr 9 &10
Music Tech Club 5B

Music Practice 
Rooms - Yr 11
Music Tech Club
History Mastery 
Class - Yr11

Music Practice 
Rooms - Yr 7-11
Geek Games Group 
Yr 7- 9x

Music Practice 
Rooms - Yr 7, 8 & 11

After School Debating Club -  
Yr 10-13
Band
Choir
A Level Drama
KS5 Art Club
6th Form Football
D of E
All Years Fitness
Basketball - Yr 7- 9
BTEC Intervention
MFL Club (Modern 
Foreign Language) 
Yr 7- 9 

Army Cadets
Drama Club
Art Club
All Girls Netball
All Years Boys 
Football (Inc House 
Competitions)
Basketball -  
Yr 10 & 11

Music and Drama 
Intervention - Yr 11
Origami Club
D of E - Yr 9-13
All Years Girls 
Football (inc House 
Competitions)
All Years Rugby



Northampton Academy Admissions Policy
The Academy is a local community school and will consider all 
applications from parents/carers who wish to send their children 
to this school.

The Academy has an agreed admission number of 240 students 
in each year group. If the Academy receives more applicants 
than there are places, priority will be given according to the 
oversubscription criteria, set out below with the final priority 
being given to those living nearest to the Academy.

The Application Process
Northampton Academy participates in the Northamptonshire 
Local Authority Co-ordinated Admissions Scheme.

There is no separate Academy application form to complete.

Routine Admissions - Parents of Year 6 children  
applying during Y6 for a place in Y7
Parents apply for a place for their child by completing the Local 
Authority Common Preference Form and return it to the Local 
Authority by the date published by the Local Authority, which is 
Monday 31st October 2016, by 5pm. Application can be made 
on a paper form or online. The Local Authority then passes 
the applications to the Academy for consideration. The Local 
Authority publishes the date of the National Secondary Offer 
Day, Wednesday 1st March 2017. On National Secondary Offer 

Day, the Local Authority sends out letters and Emails notifying 
parents of the school where their child has been allocated a 
place. The information is also made available online via the local 
Authority website.

Oversubscription Criteria
If the number of applications for admissions is greater than 240 
the following process occurs:

All applicants are placed within five bands of cognitive ability. 
These bands are of equal size and are based on a cognitive 
ability test. When a pupil has not taken a test, an estimate is 
provided by the head teacher of their Primary School. If this 
is not possible, students will be placed systematically in bands 
starting with the middle band: Band 3, then 2, then 4, then 
1, then 5. Repeating this process, until all students without a 
band are placed. The number to be admitted from each band is 
determined by dividing the school’s admission number of 240  
by five.

Following the allocation of places to pupils who have a 
statement of special educational needs, or EHC Plan,which 
names the school as appropriate provision, when there are more 
applications for places than there are places available, priority 
will be given in the following order:

Applying for a place at Northampton Academy 
Year 7 (September 2017)

There are two ways to apply for a place at Northampton Academy 

Fill in the form on-line at 
www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/admissions 

or 
Fill in a paper LA Application Form and send it to: 

School Admissions Team, Northamptonshire County Council,  
John Dryden House, 8-10 The Lakes, Northampton  ANN4 7DD

In 2016, 80% of applicants in Northamptonshire were allocated  
their first choice school. Make sure that your first choice is the right one.

We can help you complete the form. Please ask at our Reception. 

THE DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS IS MONDAY 31ST OCTOBER 2016 AT 5PM.



The Oversubscription Criteria will then be applied as follows:

1. Looked After Children – children in public care (looked after 
children) and previously looked after children.

2. Sibling link – children who will have an older sibling attending 
the Academy at the time of admission in years 7 to 13 or had a 
sibling in year 13 on National Secondary Allocation Day. A sibling 
includes step siblings, foster siblings, adopted siblings and other 
children living permanently at the same address. A sibling link  
does not apply to cousins or other more distant relations nor to 
any sibling living at a different address. A twin or children from 
a ‘multiple birth’ will be given a sibling link as soon as the first 
child is allocated a place. This is to avoid where the situation 
where only one sibling is successful in obtaining a place.

3. Other Pupils.

Tiebreaker – Distance to the door
Where more than one child is equally entitled to a place under 
any of the oversubscription criteria, a tiebreaker will be applied 
of the shortest distance between the child’s permanent address 
and the Academy. That distance is the shortest straight line 
distance, as the crow flies, between the front door entrance 
to the child’s permanent address and the front door entrance 
to the Academy main building. The distance is measured in 
kilometres to four decimal places, using data MAP SMART 
Education GISD software or equivalent. In the event of two or 
more distances being the same, random allocation will be used 
to decide the priority given to each application.

The child’s permanent address is where he or she normally lives 
and sleeps and goes to school from on the majority of school 
nights (Sunday – Thursday). Proof of residence can be requested 
at any time throughout the admissions process. If false or 
misleading information is used to gain entry to the Academy, the 
offer of a place will be withdrawn and the application cancelled.

Late Applications
Late applications will be processed after all on-time applications 
have been processed. Where possible, late applications received 
before Secondary National Allocation Day, will be processed so 
that all applicants receive notification of the outcome of their 
application on Secondary National Allocation Day.

Waiting List
Where more applications exceed the number of places available, 
a waiting list will operate. The list will be kept in strict order 
according to the oversubscription admissions criteria. If a place 
becomes available and there is no one on the waiting list, the 
place will go to the student with the highest priority according 
to the oversubscription criteria. The waiting list will be open to 
any parent/carer to ask for his/her child’s name to be placed 
on the waiting list, following an unsuccessful application to the 
Academy and to parents/carers who have not previously applied 
for a place during the academic year.

Appeals
Parents/carers have a right of appeal to an Independent Appeal 
Panel if they are dissatisfied with an admission decision of the 
Academy. The arrangements for the appeal will be in line with 
the Code of Practice on School Admissions Appeals as published 
by the Department for Education. The determination of the 
appeal panel will be binding on all parties. Guidance for parents 
on how the appeals process works will be provided on request to 
parents/carers, and published on the Academy website. 

Withdrawal of Places
The offer of a place at the Academy will be withdrawn if:

It has been offered in error.

It is established that the offer was obtained through a  
fraudulent or intentionally misleading application.

The parent/carer has not responded to the offer by the 1st July 
2017 nor responded to two written communications from  
the Academy.

In-Year Admissions
The In-Year application process is for parents applying for a 
school place during the academic year rather than at the usual 
transfer point of September entry into Year 7.

The co-ordination of places is organised through the Local Pupil 
Placement Agreement between schools. Applications are made 
on the In-Year Northamptonshire

Application Form and can be filled in online or on paper and 
returned to the Local Authority.

In-Year Waiting List
In-Year places which become available are filled from the In-Year 
Waiting List using the same process as for new intake year 7 
admissions i.e. in accordance with the oversubscription criteria. 
Parents/carers whose In-Year application is unsuccessful are 
entitled to appeal to the Independent Appeals Panel if they 
are dissatisfied with the admission decision of the Academy. 
Although most children will be admitted to the Academy 
within their own age group, Northampton Academy will make 
decisions on the year group of entry based upon the individual 
circumstances of each child.

Fair Access Admissions
The Academy will follow the Fair Access Protocol as determined 
by the Local Authority to ensure that ‘Hard to Place’ students 
will receive a school place. Managed Move requests for students 
from other Secondary Schools will also be given consideration. 



Annual Procedure for Determining  
Admission Arrangements
The Academy will determine and publish the Admission 
Arrangements for each year, annually after a period of 
consultation as set out in the Code of Practice on School 
Admissions, on or before the 28th February.

This is a glossary of terms used within  
this policy.
Co-ordinated Scheme
The process by which local authorities co-ordinate the 
distribution of offers of places for schools in the local area.

Looked After Children
A ‘looked after child’ is a child who is being ‘looked after’ or who 
was previously looked after but immediately after being looked 
after became subject to an adoption, residence, or special 
guardianship order. A looked after child is a child who is:

In the care of a local authority
Being provided accommodation by a Local Authority in the 
exercise of their social services functions (see definition in 
Section 22 (1) of the Children Act 1989)

Sibling Links
Children who will have an older sibling attending the Academy 
at the time of admission in years 7 to 13 or had a sibling in year 
13 on National Secondary Allocation Day. A sibling includes step 
siblings, foster siblings, adopted siblings and other children living 
permanently at the same address. A sibling link does not apply 
to cousins or other more distant relations nor to any sibling living 
at a different address. A twin or children from a ‘multiple birth’ 
will be given a sibling link as soon as the first child is allocated 
a place. This is to avoid a situation where only one sibling is 
successful in obtaining a place.



10 reasons to choose Northampton Academy

1. We are one of the best schools in the country in outperforming expectations for 
pupils and improving their future prospects 

2. We are rated ‘Good’ by Ofsted 

3. This year we achieved our best ever GCSE results 62% received an A*- C grade 

4. We are a school where your child will be known, cared for and encouraged to 
achieve their absolute best 

5. We are proud to be a non-selective school and achieve high academic standards 

6. Last year 77% of Year 13 students progressed to university; and our students 
progress placed us in the top quarter of all sixth forms and further education 
colleges 

7. We have a thriving Sixth Form with high academic standard. over 20% of students 
in the Sixth Form have been accepted for places at Russell Group Universities 

8. We have a relentless focus on high standards of uniform and behaviour so 
students feel safe and are proud to be at Northampton Academy 

9. We have exceptionally high standards of teaching and learning 

10. We offer a wide range of enrichment and leadership opportunities to students 
and we encourage the highest standards of homework 

All of these reasons have led to us being an oversubscribed school  

We look forward to welcoming you in 2017!



Principal: Mr Nat Parnell 
Wellingborough Road  

Northampton  
NN3 8NH 

t 01604 210017
f 01604 773830

e enquiries@northampton-academy.org
www.northampton-academy.org
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